St Peter’s Scottish Episcopal Church Galashiels
Scottish Charity SC006210
Useful Numbers and e-mail addresses
Interim Pastor
Geoff Mason 0131 653 6613 mob 07958 713353 biggmason@talktalk.net
Vestry Secretary
Gordon & Muriel Lounsbach: 01896 831418 gordon.lounsbach@btinternet.com
Treasurer
Mike Reynolds: 01896 757114 templestowe@talk21.com
People’s Warden
Nancy Muir: 01896 758017 as.muir@btinternet.com
Organist
Nancy Muir: 01896 758017 as.mui@btinternet.com
Sunday Squad
Rhona McCleman: 01896 751484
Hall Bookings
Elizabeth Watret: 0175023207 mob 07780 009355 elizabeth.watret@gmail.com
Caretaker
Phil Todd: 07787 729639
Facebook page - St Peters Sunday Squad
Church web site www.stpetersgala.co.uk
Church Blog http://stpetersgala.blogspot.com
Services
Sunday mornings
rd
8.30am
Communion service, 3 Sunday only
9.30am
Sunday Squad followed by tea & toast
10.30am Sung Eucharist followed by tea/coffee
st
1 Sunday of the month
10.30am Traditional Family Eucharist (no 9.30 service)
6.30pm Choral Evensong @ Holy Trinity, Melrose
nd
2 Sunday of the month
6.00pm
Healing/anointing service
nd
2 Monday of the month
11.00am
Communion service at Oakwood Park
rd
3 Monday of the month April – October CPR card delivery
rd
3 Tuesday April to September
3.00pm
Afternoon Tea Service
rd
3 Wednesday of the month April – October CPR collection
th
4 Tuesday of the month during school terms
5.30 – 7.00pm
Messy Church
Thursdays
10.00am Holy Communion service takes place in the hall
Last Friday of the month
5.00pm
Choir practice
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Church Diary July
Sat 1st
8.00am Braw Lad’s Breakfast
Sun 2nd
9.45am Family breakfast
10.30am Family service Joanna Smith
th
Thurs 6
10.00am Communion Service
th
Sun 9
9.30am Sunday Squad followed by juice & toast
10.30 Sung Eucharist Rev Bob King
6.00pm Healing service
th
Mon 10
11.00am Oakwood Park Communion service
th
Tues 11
3.00pm Afternoon Tea Service Rev Bob King
7.30pm Vestry meeting
th
Thurs 13
10.00am Communion Service
th
Sun 16
8.30am Holy Communion Rev Duncan McCosh
9.30am Sunday Squad followed by juice and toast
10.30 Sung Eucharist Rev Duncan McCosh
th
Mon 17
7.00pm Bottle top sort
th
Thurs 20
10.00am Communion Service
nd
Sat 22
11.00am Charlotte Smale’s wedding
Sun 23rd
9.30am Sunday Squad followed by juice and toast
10.30 Sung Eucharist Rev Tim Morris
th
Tues 25
5.30pm Messy Church
th
Thurs 27
10am Communion Service
th
Fri 28
5.00pm choir practice
th
Sat 29
2.00-4.00pm Strawberry Tea
th
Sun 30
9.30am Sunday Squad followed by juice and toast
10.30 Sung Eucharist Rev Bill Elliot

St Peter’s Episcopal Church

Galashiels
Come and Join us for our
Strawberry Tea 2.00- 4.00pm
Saturday 29th July
Luscious fruit & wonderful baking

Today the Episcopal Synod of the Scottish Episcopal
Church elected the Rt Rev Mark Strange, Bishop of
Moray, Ross and Caithness as Primus.
Bishop Mark (56 ), who will now be referred to as The
Most Rev Mark Strange, is the youngest member of the
College of Bishops and was consecrated Bishop of
Moray, Ross and Caithness in 2007. Bishop Mark
succeeds the Most Rev David Chillingworth.
Brought up in Aberdeen, where he was both a choirboy
and server at St Andrew’s Cathedral, Bishop Mark
studied Divinity at the University of Aberdeen, attended Theological College in
Lincoln and has served in both the Diocese of Worcester and in the Diocese of
Moray, Ross and Caithness. For a number of years Bishop Mark was also
Convener of the church’s Youth Committee and ran the annual summer youth
camps at Glenalmond.
Bishop Mark takes up this role as a Primate within the Anglican Communion at
a point where the General Synod of the Scottish Episcopal Church has voted
to permit same sex marriage, a decision which is expected to be on the
agenda of the forthcoming Primates Meeting in Canterbury, a meeting which
Bishop Mark will attend.
Bishop Mark says
“I am humbled by the confidence shown in me by my colleagues and I will seek
to serve the church as Primus with love and strength.
“I am deeply privileged to be the Bishop Moray, Ross and Caithness and am
very aware that it has been 82 years since a Bishop of Moray became Primus.
I pray that I may be worthy of this trust. I will continue to serve in my beloved
highlands while I also step out into new and exciting journeys of faith in both
Scotland and the wider international church.”

Honeybees have hair on their eyes.
1 pound of lemons contain more sugar than 1 pound of
strawberries.
The microwave oven was invented by mistake when an engineer testing a
magnetron tube noticed that the radiation from it melted the chocolate bar he had
in his pocket.

Tolerance
Thinking back over the terrible events of the past few months both in our own
country and elsewhere in the world and listening to what others are saying in the
media made me take a proper look about my own attitude to the world around me.
What is tolerance? Tolerance can be defined as a fair and objective attitude
towards those whose lifestyle differs from yours. In theory this should cover how
people look, what they wear, how they worship (or don’t), this covers their status in
society too – poverty creates as much discrimination as different belief systems.
It is interesting how, despite all the Inter-Faith connections that clergy from all
Faiths are trying to make, the biggest and most noticeable caring and tolerance
that has emerged in recent events in London and Manchester is that everyone in
the local communities has rallied round to help care and support the victims
regardless of their differences. I believe it is the grass roots that will make the real
difference as it is obvious that there is little real trickle-down effect from those in
positions of authority and power.
While pondering the current situation I found the following Prayer for Unity:IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE COMPASSIONATE, THE MERCIFUL, look with
compassion on the whole human family; take away the controversial teachings of
arrogance, divisions and hatreds which have badly infected our hearts; break down
the walls that separate us; reunite us in bonds of love; and work through our
struggle and confusion to accomplish Your purposes on earth; that, in Your good
time, all nations and races may jointly serve You in justice, peace and harmony.
(Amen)
It was written by Pakistani Muslims but reflects the beliefs of all Faiths

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
After the best part of 17 years I have decided, with a lot of prayer
and some regret, that this will be the last year that I shall be
organising the Afternoon Tea Communion Services. I will, of
course continue until September. I won't be available for the one in
August and a plea has gone out for helpers. Rev Bob King will be
the celebrant that day. The folk who come really do appreciate it
as it is an opportunity for them to share communion with others and catch up with
old friends in the congregation. It is something they look forward to every summer.
th
The 15 August would be a good opportunity for a new team to have a go with the
idea of continuing next year. The team consists of folk to set up the church and
hall and clear away afterwards; others to make sandwiches and bake cakes and
serve the teas; drivers are needed to collect people and return them home
rd
afterwards and someone to co-ordinate the whole thing which runs on the 3
Tuesday of each month between April and September.
Please give this some thought and consider whether this could be a ministry you
could offer.
Judy Murray

Emergency Prayer Circle
This is a group in the church which prays for people at times of
special need. If you know of a member of your family or a friend
facing crisis or difficulty who would be grateful of such
confidential support
Ring Muriel on 01896 831418 or Rhona on 01896 751484
Roslynn, Aimee, Rosemarie, Darrin, Fiona, Ivy, Karina, James, Jaci,
William, Bethany, Katie & John, Jim, Ruth, Kris, Rebecca, Ian and
Oliver, Steph, Emily and Holly, Sadie, Tony, Gina, Billy, Fred, Joan,
Jane, Robin, Charles, Sarah, Lynn, Nigel, Darcy, Muhamid, Jennifer,
Les, Helen, Kevin, Claire, Joyce, Alex

July
th
4 Sophie Burrell
th
11 Peter Bonney
th
28 Amelie Wilson
th
30 Layla-Louise Allen

th

10 Joseph Ward
th
25 Isa Graham
th
29 Heather Caldwell
st
31 Brogan Cassidy

Meets in the Corn Exchange, Melrose
Every 1st Monday of each month at 7:30pm
Primary Contact Antoinette Galbraith
centralborders@thefillingstation.org.uk
The Filling Station is a café type environment for
Christians of all denominations and non-believers to meet together.
TFS Refuel – the Scottish Highland Gathering in 2017
The website for this event can be found at www.refuelscotland.org.uk
The Filling Station is inviting Christians from all over the UK and
abroad to come together for a summer family festival upon the
wonderful grounds of Gordon Castle Estate, on the banks of the
River Spey, in the Scottish Highlands from Sunday 23rd July

Growing Together Roadshow
On 24th June, St Peter's church hosted the second
Growing Together Roadshow which is making a tour of
the Edinburgh Diocese.
Not fully knowing what the event involved several of us
from St Peter's joined approximately 65 others from the
diocese, mostly from the Borders but others attended
from Edinburgh and Penicuik. After morning prayer and
an opening introduction from Rev Annie Naish, the
Bishop's Mission Officer, Bishop John presented five
key priorities which the Mission and Faith committee had discussed and
selected.
These priorities were:
Serving our communities
Engaging all Generations
Enabling mission
Developing disciples
Sharing faith
We were then asked to chose a priority and go to that group to discuss
that topic firstly to see if we thought it was a priority for our life together as
a diocese and area council and then to discuss our experiences good and
bad, what resources we might require from the diocese and specific
changes and progress which we would like to see.
It was great to discuss these topics with others from different churches
and to hear the good and bad experiences which they have had. My
hope was that we could collate these experiences so that if one church
wished to try a new thing, such as community prayer response which we
do, then we could pass that experience on to them and they don't have to
start from scratch.
We had a discussion on our priorities and had the opportunity to feedback
to the Bishop and Annie our thoughts and ended with the Eucharist.
I would recommend that if you able to attend the other roadshows, then
please go along and enjoy the day. I am sure there will be some follow
up events happening before too long, and there will be an opportunity for
you to get more involved in the area council meetings and meet other folk
from other churches.
Karen Ellis

A Reminder about Collaborative Ministry
Collaborative Ministry is the route that St Peter’s congregation agreed
to go down some years ago. It involves members of the congregation
working together at a local level to help sustain the mission and
ministry of the church. It empowers congregations to participate as
fully as possible in God’s ongoing work of mission and ministry. Such
participation is seen as the responsibility of the whole people of God.
Ministry primarily means all that pertains to the life of the
congregation: worship, pastoral care, hospitality and welcome,
outreach and the development of a local strategy for mission. Mission
is participating in God’s action to spread the good news of the
Kingdom in word and action.
It is part of the vision of the people of God all working together which
is important in the concept of collaborative ministry and in that sense
the congregation plays a crucial role. The Episcopal Church however
is governed by a clearly defined hierarchy with Bishops, Priests and
Deacons. Congregations are not self-governing (congregationalism)
but subject to the Canons of the church and therefore it is essential
that a priest has both oversight of a congregation and is available to
consecrate the Sacrament. The administration of the Sacrament,
however, may be carried out by Lay people as well.
We are all are provided with unique gifts and talents through the
power of the Holy Spirit. Those who are able are called to serve,
regardless of status. As you will know, a "calling out" process took
place in February 2014 and a shared leadership team was formed. It
is now time for the current SLT to step down and a second calling out
period is planned during July.
During July you are asked to prayerfully consider who you would call
out to form a new team. This could include any member of St Peter's
congregation including those who have just stepped down.
St Peter's church is still looking for an Area Rector with St John's and
the vestries from St Peter's, St John's and St Cuthbert's will be
meeting with the bishop at the end of June to discuss a way forward.
Please continue to pray for our church and ask for God's guidance in
this matter.
Karen Ellis

Although it is now over a year since we said
farewell to all our friends in Galashiels, we
are truly grateful for your good wishes and
prayers in the past few months. Richard’s
extended stay in hospital at the turn of the
year and, more recently Helen’s need for
treatment in Glasgow have been quite
challenging for all our family. Although we
are now settled in Dunblane, there will
always be a corner in our hearts for the Borders and you are all often in our
thoughts.
With our love From Helen and Richard
.

SLT Calling Out 2017
You should find a copy of the calling out
papers and a return envelope within the
service sheet on Sunday 2nd July.
Households will need one copy for each
adult so there will be extra copies at the
back of church. If you were not at the
service to pick one up please call Al Christie on 01896 755480 and
he will see that you receive a copy.
Please remember that this is an anonymous process and do not
include your details on any of the papers.

Pray for inspiration from the Holy Spirit
as you choose those members of the
congregation who you believe to have
the qualities required to fulfil the role of a
leader in our church.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Does your ice cream look like this when
you go back to use it again after a few
days? Ice crystals damage the texture and
therefore the taste.
The best way to prevent this is to cover it
with cling film, making sure it is patted
down over the whole of the surface and up
over the edge of the tub with plenty of extra
to be able to do the same this again after
you have removed another serving.
Replace the lid on the tub before returning
it to the freezer.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
We are delighted to let you know that since we
started selling books in the church from July
last year, and up to 21st June this year, we
have taken £223. 70. !!
We are so pleased and thank you all of you
who have helped in either donating or buying
books. (Or both) As many of you do, after you
have read them you can put them back on the
shelf to be sold again.
As you know the money we take all goes to
help the Church Funds
A small number of plants and a few soaps have been included in this
total.
KEEP READING.
Ethel and Yvonne.

Sunday Squad Summer Picnic
Sunday 2nd July
after the 10.30 Family service.
For information call Rhona 01896 751484

Notes from General Synod
I recently attended my first General Synod which took place in
Edinburgh with representatives from all 7 dioceses, both clergy and
lay. It was a very full agenda for the two and half days and with
many motions to be voted on but one in particular which appeared to
warrant media attention.
Synod opened with the Eucharist and proceedings began with one
addition – whether members would allow television cameras to film
during the debate on Canon 31, Of the Solemnisation of Holy
Matrimony. It was decided by vote that the cameras should not be
present for the debate but could be present for the announcement of
the secret ballot.
Canon 31 has been debated for several years and deals with the
solemnisation of same sex marriage. In 2015 it was decided that the
first reading of the revised Canon would be at General Synod in
2016. This deleted the first section of the canon, with its doctrinal
definition of marriage (between one man and one woman), and
added a conscience clause.
This conscience clause acknowledges that there are differing
understandings of the nature of marriage. The secret ballot was in
favour of the proposed changes and means that if clergy wish to
conduct same sex marriages then they can. However if clergy do
not wish to conduct such a marriage then they have that choice not
to.
Vestries are considered a “group of persons with control” over
church premises and therefore could decide that marriages between
couples of the same sex should not be solemnised in their church.
Guidance will be available and in these circumstances alternative
arrangements should be made.
Other issues discussed included
 Protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults – clergy and
vestry members were encouraged to attend the training
session.
 Scottish Episcopal Church (SEC) will apply for membership of
the Conference of European Churches.
 Approved proposals to review the Episcopal, Methodist,
United Reform Partnership (EMU).

 Alternative Lay Representatives to become members ex
officio of the Vestry of that congregation, unless otherwise
provided in the constitution (as well as Lay Rep).
 Recognition that climate change action was needed and that
fossil fuel investments should be avoided.
 Budget and quota reviewed.
All in all it was a very full two days, I didn’t make the Saturday due to
a three hour delay in getting home by train on Friday evening which
left my energy levels very low. If anybody would like sight of the
agenda and papers please let me know.
Karen Ellis

