THE EAST WINDOW

THE GIFT OF HUGH SCOTT OF GALA IN MEMORY OF HIS MOTHER,
WHO DIED IN 1873

THE WINDOW REPRESENTS THE THREE CHIEF EVENTS IN THE LIFE
OF CHRIST — THE BIRTH, CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION,
WHILE THE UPPER TRACERY CONTINUES THAT HISTORY
SYMBOLICALLY BY SEATING HIM ON THE THRONE, SURROUNDED
BY REJOICING ANGELS.

NOTE THE TEXTS UNDER EACH LIGHT “UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN?,
‘IT 1S FINISHED” AND “HE IS NOT HERE FOR HE IS RISEN".

THE JUBILEE WINDOW 1901

TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN GRATEFUL MEMORY OF FIFTY
YEARS OF CHURCH LIFE

ST PETER. MIRACULOUSLY RELEASED FROM PRISON, KNOCKING
ON THE DOOR OF MARK’S MOTHER’S HOUSE IN JERUSALEM. AN
ASTONISHED RHODA IS OPENING THE DOOR TO HIM.

WITHIN THE HOUSE CHURCH MEMBERS ARE SEEN PRAYING FOR
HIM

THE PRINGLE MEMORIAL WINDOW

‘ERECTED BY HIS DAUGHTERS

IN MEMORY OF VICE-ADMIRAL PRINGLE OF TORWOODLEE, 1859”
THE COLOURED DESIGNS WHICH FILL THE WINDOW FRAME THE
COAT-OF-ARMS AND FAMILY MOTTO OF THE PRINGLES

(NOSCE TE IPSUM — KNOW THYSELF)

THE SCOTT MEMORIAL WINDOW

REPRESENTS THE TWO SACRAMENTS INSTITUTED BY CHRIST
ON THE LEFT THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD IN THE RIVER JORDAN
‘“ITBEOMETH US TO FULFIL ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS”

AND ON THE RIGHT, THE LAST SUPPER “DO THIS IN
REMEMBRANCE OF ME” ABOVE BOTH IS THE DOVE DESCENDING
SYMBOLISES GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT
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St. PETER’S FrROM THE NORTH

This is an old photograph of the church before the trees grew so tall
(Notice the lamp post in the centre of the driveway!)
From St Peter’s, Galashiels — A Book of Remembrance
1851 — 1937
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The War Memorial window



ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, GALASHIELS

The Scottish Episcopal Church is a Province in the World Wide
Anglican communion. It traces its history to a distinct strand within
the Scottish Reformation. Although a minority Church it has played a
prominent role in Scottish life and culture and even found itself
subject to political sanctions in the past.

St. Peter’'s Church began its life in 1851 and at first met in a house in
Wilderhaugh. The present church was built in 1853 and St. Peter’s
school, no longer a church school today, was opened in 1859.

Attractive Gothic church by John Henderson, 1854, extended by
George Henderson, 1881 and the halls added by Hay & Henderson,
18809.

Reredos Sir Robert Lorimer 1914.

Stained glass, Memorial brasses. Setting of church with lawns,
graveyard, hall and rectory encapsulates the Tractarian ideals that
came from the Oxford Movement.

Fine 2-manual tracker organ by Brindley and Foster 1881.

Set a short distance back from Abbotsford Road, this whinstone
church was constructed during 1853 in the Early English Style. The

land on which it was built was gifted to the Scottish Episcopal Church

by the Scotts of Gala. There is a memorial in the church to Major
Henry Scott, the last direct descendant of the family. He died in 1940
during the defence of Calais whilst in command of the 60th Rifles.
This desperate defence allowed a great many allied soldiers to be
evacuated from Dunkirk.

The school, built in 1859, catered for over 200 children from the
surrounding area. To provide better teaching conditions, a new
building was opened in 1938 on Parsonage Road a short distance to
the east. The old school finally closed in the late 1960s when
additional classrooms were added to the 1930s school. The old
school building is now the Galashiels office of the Scottish Borders
Council Social Work Department.

The hall to the right was added in 1891. This building now belongs
to the Air Training Corps.

In 1983/4 the Scott Aisle was blocked off and the present hall at the
side of the church created. This has an extensive attic which is now
reached by recently installed staircase and is used as storage for the
Galashiels Fellowship of Churches Food Bank.

In 2005 the church had a major refurbishment in the course of which
the pews were removed, a new wooden floor laid and chairs donated
by members and friends. This has given much greater flexibility in
the way the church can be used and the church is benefiting in a
variety of ways. A grant of £5,000 from ‘Awards for All' enabled this
work of to go ahead.
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A wide variety of local community groups use the building for their
activities from meetings to dance and exercise classes. As will be
seen on Doors Open day we also hold monthly Soup ‘n’ Pud lunches

to raise funds for our own groups including the Sunday Squad and
Messy Church for pre-school to primary age children. Then there

are the Tea Services during the summer months for some of our less
mobile members.

More recently solar panels have been installed making the building
more “Eco-friendly”. We are also a Fair Trade church using fairly
traded goods to benefit communities in the developing world.



